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SUBJECT: REPORT OF BERJAYA GRAFT CHARGES IN SINGAPORE PRESS 

REF: BENNETT- GRANT TELCON OF APRIL 26 

1 . AS REQUESTED BY EMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR, THERE FOLLOW 
PERTINENT EXTRACTS OF LEAD ARTICLE WHICH APPEARED IN APRIL 25 
SUNDAY TIMES DESCRIBING CHARGES BY BERJAYA THAT TUN MUSTAPHA 

IS TRYING TO "BUY" BERJAYA ASSEMBLYMEN. ARTICLE, BY BILL CAMPBELL, 
IS DATELINED APRIL 24 FROM KOTA KINABALU AND WAS NOT PUBLISHED 
IN NEW STRAITS TIMES IN MALAYSIA. 

2. BERJAYA: NOVES TO BUY OVER OUR MEN 

USNO AND ALLIANCE LEADER TUN MUSTAPHA WAS TODAY ACCUSED BY NEW 
RULING PARTY BERJAYA, OF TRYING HIS BEST TO "BUY" OVER 
BERJAYA ASSEMBLYMEN IN BID TO WREST CONTROL OF THE STATE 
GOVERNMENT. 

IN A STATEMENT, BERJAYA SAID A NUMBER OF EMISSARIES HAD CONTACTED 
BERJAYA ASSEMBLYMEN AND PROMISED THEM "HUGE SUMS OF MONEY AND 
LARGE AREAS OF TIMBERLAND" IF THEY DEFECTED. 
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NEW DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER, DATU HARRIS SALLEH, WAS ALLEGEDLY 
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OFFERED THE CHIEF MINSTERSHIP IF HE WOULD LEAVE BERJAYA AND LEAD 
FIVE BERJAYA MEMBERS TO JOIN USNO. 

"PROMISES OF LARGE SUMS OF MONEY, LARGE AREAS OF TIMBERLAND AND 
MINISTERIAL POSTS TO THE OTHERS WERE PROMISED," THE PARTY SAID. 

THE DAILY EXPRESS THIS MORNING BANNER-HEADLINED THE REPORT: 

"MUSTAPHA TRIES TO BUY BERJAYA ASSEMBLYMEN." 

ACCORDING TO THE STATEMENT, DATU HARRIS WAS CONTACTED BY 
ENCIK SUBDIN GHANI, BROTHER OF HAJI KARIM GHANI (WHO WAS NARROWLY 
DEFEATED BY A BERJAYA CANDIDATE FOR THE KAWANG SEAT) CONVEYING FROM 
TUN MUSTAPHA OFFER OF CHIEF MINISTERSHIP. 

THE NEW MINISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND WORKS, MR. CHONG 
THAIN VUN, WAS AMONG THOSE CONTACTED AND HE WAS PROMISED DEPUTY 
CHIEF MINISTERSHIP. 

MR. CHONG REPORTEDLY TOLD THE USNO EMISSARY TO TELL TUN MUSTAPHA 
TO "GO JUMP IN THE LAKE." 

TWO OTHERS WERE ALSO REPORTEDLY PROMISED THAT THEY WOULD BE MADE 
DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTERS IF THEY COULD GET ENOUGH MEMBERS TO JOIN 
USNO. 

THERE WERE THREE DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTERS IN THE FORMER USNO CA- 
BINET. 

NEARLY ALL THE BERJAYA ASSEMBLYMEN WERE APPARENTLY CONTACTED AND 
OFFERED THE SAME PROMISES OF MONEY AND TIMBERLAND JUDGING FROM 
REPORTS MADE TO BERJAYA SUPREME COUNCIL. 

THE PARTY SAID TUN MUSTAPHA WAS "CHASING RAINBOWS" IF HE EXPECTED 
TO FIND ANY "PAYERS" IN BERJAYA LEADERSHIP. 

THIS WAS IN DIRECT REFERENCE TO DATU PAYAR JUMAN, MINISTER 
OF CO-ORDINATION IN THE FORMER GOVERNMENT WHOSE DEFECTION FROM 
UPKO AFTER THE 1967 GENERAL ELECTIONS FOLLOWED BY OTHERS LED 
TO DISSOLUTION OF FORMER PARTY LED BY TUN FUAD STEPHENS AND VIRTUAL 
ONE-MAN-RULE BY TUN MUSTAPHA UNTIL BERJAYA WAS FORMED. 
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DATU PAYAR NEVER LIVED DOWN HIS UNPOPULARITY AND, THOUGH 
PUT UP AS USNO CANDIDATE IN KIULU AGAINST TUN FUAD IN THE LATEST 
ELECTIONS, HE POLLED ONLY 284 VOTES AND HUMILIATINGLY LOST HIS 
DEPOSIT. 

EXCEPT HIS STATEMENT ON TV TO SAY HE ACCEPTED THE VERDICT OF 
THE PEOPLE, TUN MUSTAPHA HAS SCARF.! ,Y RECOGNIZED THE NEW GOVERN- 
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MENT. HE DID NOT ATTEND THE SWEARING-IN OF THE NEW CHIEF MINISTER 
OR OF HIS CABINET. 

3. ALSO IN SAME SUNDAY TIMES IS BIOGRAPHIC ARTICLE ON DATUK SYED 
RETHINK BIN SYED MOHAMED, BILLED IN ARTICLE AS SABAH'S INVISIBLE 
STRONGMAN. EMBASSY WILL FORWARD TO EMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR CLIPPING 
OF THIS ARTICLE AND OTHER 
ITEMS ON SABAH IN PRESS HERE IN LAST 

WEEK OR SO WHICH EMBASSY BELIEVES MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN CARRIED 
IN MALAYSIAN PRESS. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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